
Science and the Bible 
 
Purpose: We confess both in the Nicene and the Apostles' Creed that we believe in God as Creator. Do the 

measurable facts of science uphold or disprove our belief? How does science interact with faith? What are we 

to believe about how the world was formed? Students confront these questions with scientific theories such as 

what the find in the bible, or what their school teacher says about evolution. Lutherans approach this topic 

differently. Instead of getting tangled up in debates over essentially unprovable theories, we focus on the "who" 

and "what" and "why" of creation instead of the "when" and "how." Remarkably, by approaching the Bible as 

God's art and poetry, we come to appreciate that God even helps us with the "how" and "when" too! This week 

we'll explore the concepts of Imago Dei, Creatio Continua, and Creatio Ex Nihilo. If that sounds Latin and 

ancient, it is. We'll help you navigate why THESE are the essential faith and science issues - and how they can 

unify rather than divide Christians and friends over this topic! 

  

Thoughts for the leaders: Ask 20 different people and you'll get 20 different answers regarding "origins.” Ask 

20 different Christians, and you'll get different views as well, including different ways of interpreting specific 

Bible passages. Perhaps we have been asking the wrong questions. Just mentioning the word "evolution" with 

many Christians has a polarizing effect. Was Genesis written as a science manual? Or is it part of a much 

larger redemption story that was never meant to be used in divisive debates about origins and the age of the 

earth, etc.? We do believe in God's truth, and we do believe in upholding Scripture as the norm for our faith 

and life. We know that God knows the answer of how and when God created all we can see. How can we 

approach this topic to help one another unite and worship God as Creator (Author, Painter, Artist; pick your 

metaphor)? What do we do when our science classes seem to deliberately contradict what we have always 

been taught in church? Prayerfully approach this week with your students in humility and do some of your own 

research. There are dozens of reputable Christian organizations who represent this topic far better than we 

can do in one night. We're more about helping students ask the right questions and start to form their own 

answers guided by the Holy Spirit than we are about telling them specifically what to believe. As you guide 

them this week, do it in love and prayer!  

 

Supplies Needed: Bibles, pens, "Science & Bible" worksheet (in or near your leader bin). 

 

Welcome 
 

Invite students to share one high-light from their week. Challenge them to answer in two 

sentences or less.  

 

Prayer:  God, we believe you created all that is seen and unseen by your word: Jesus. As we 

discuss you and your works together tonight, unite us in your love and truth. Guide us into a 

new way of seeing and thinking! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Equip 

  

Ask: Have you ever wondered about how or when God created the universe? Have you ever 

wondered about how big the universe is or how small the tiniest particles of matter are? 

Have you ever wondered if your faith is "disproved" by things you learn in science class? 

 

Invite students to take a few minutes to share their thoughts before you begin looking at the 

Scriptures and the worksheet. Perhaps ask for reflections from the large group presentation. 

Refrain from getting into debates or answering their questions at this point. If your group is 

particularly inquisitive, encourage them! If they are reserved or haven't given this much 

thought, that is okay too! Encourage and affirm all responses. 

 



Invite students to look up and highlight the following Scriptures in their Bibles. Ask them to 

highlight and put "stars" by these verses in their Bibles.  

 

Psalm 8:3-4  Genesis 1:31 & 2:1-2  Colossians 1:16-17 

John 1:1-3   Rev. 4:11 

 

Now, distribute the "Science & Bible" worksheets. Out of the five passages that students 

just read and highlighted, ask them to circle their favorite one on the worksheet. 

 

Ask: What did you circle, and why? 

 

Spend about 15 minutes (leaving time for prayer at the end) filling out and discussing the 

three concepts on the front of the worksheet (Imago Dei, Creatio Continua and Creatio Ex 

Nihilo). Do your best to make it through the entire sheet. This is a great time to wonder 

together. This is NOT about finding facts and figures. Our wonder, if done through faith, 

produces genuine worship to God as Creator (Artist, Painter, Author, Sculptor, etc.) 

 

Ask: If you had to pick, which of these three concepts help you best understand how faith 

and science work together? 

 

 

This topic could take many weeks in exploration. The purpose of this lesson is not to solve 

all the riddles, but to open students' minds to wonder about all of this. Most of all, we hope 

they leave with a worshipful attitude in God as Creator of all - and that God made everything 

good! Encourage them to meditate on the Scriptures presented tonight, and do their own 

research. Be open to their ongoing conversation as they wrestle with this. 

 

Encourage them to wonder about this. Close your time by inviting students to pray out loud 

for one another. 

Send  



By faith we understand that the world was framed by the word of God; that from invisible things visible things might be made. Heb. 11:3 

 

Science and Bible 

Scriptures to wonder about: 
 

Psalm 8:3-4  Genesis 1:31 - 2:1-2  Colossians 1:16-17 

John 1:1-3  Rev. 4:11      [Some other time for fun, you could read Job's creation poem: Job 38:1-42:6] 
 

What our creeds say: 
 

Apostles' Creed: "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth…" 

Nicene Creed: "I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible." 

 
Questions the Bible answers (which we believe by faith) 

 Who: God 

 What: Created all things, visible and invisible 

 Why: Because God is Big, Loving, and Creative! (See the comparison of the same 

verses below, in different Bible translations) 

 

Eph. 1:8-12 (Msg) 

 

Eph. 1:8-12 (NLT) Eph. 1:8-12 (NCV) 

8 He thought of everything, provided for 
everything we could possibly need, 9 
letting us in on the plans he took such 
delight in making. He set it all out before 
us in Christ, 10 a long-range plan in 
which everything would be brought 
together and summed up in him, 
everything in deepest heaven, everything 
on planet earth. 11 It's in Christ that we 
find out who we are and what we are 
living for. Long before we first heard of 
Christ and got our hopes up, he had his 
eye on us, had designs on us for glorious 
living, 12 part of the overall purpose he is 
working out in everything and everyone. 

8 He has showered his kindness on us, 
along with all wisdom and understanding. 
9 God's secret plan has now been 
revealed to us; it is a plan centered on 
Christ, designed long ago according to his 
good pleasure. 10 And this is his plan: At 
the right time he will bring everything 
together under the authority of Christ -- 
everything in heaven and on earth. 11 
Furthermore, because of Christ, we have 
received an inheritance from God, for he 
chose us from the beginning, and all 
things happen just as he decided long 
ago. 12 God's purpose was that we who 
were the first to trust in Christ should 
praise our glorious God. 

God, with full wisdom and understanding, 
9 let us know his secret purpose. This 
was what God wanted, and he planned to 
do it through Christ. 10 His goal was to 
carry out his plan, when the right time 
came, that all things in heaven and on 
earth would be joined together in Christ 
as the head. 11 In Christ we were chosen 
to be God's people, because from the 
very beginning God had decided this in 
keeping with his plan. And he is the One 
who makes everything agree with what he 
decides and wants. 12 We are the first 
people who hoped in Christ, and we were 
chosen so that we would bring praise to 
God's glory. 

 

Questions science seeks to answer (also requires an amount of faith) 

 When: Physics, Astronomy, Cosmology, and other branches of science measure the 

speeds of light and sound. The farther we explore our universe (or multiverses?!) the more 

we discover about when God might have created it. We will probably never really know. Cool! 

 How: Everything changes. Everything that changes changes other things! Think about 

it! God causes all things to work together (Rom. 8:28) and science helps test and measure 

how things work! Cool! 



Let's say it in… LATIN?! 
Imago Dei (Ih-MAH-go-day)  

Means "Image of God." From the beginning, Genesis reminds us 

that we are created, and we are created as images. An image is never the 
same as the reality, and we are only the image because God is the 
ultimate reality. What?! 
 

   As the image of God, humans are to be humble 

(we are not the creator - we are creatures). We are 

to be God's representatives, caring for all creation 

like gardeners do. We are not to exploit or endanger 

parts of the earth or animals. Humans, as co-

creatures, are to treat other humans with love and 

respect. This is why it is a sin to murder and make 

idols. Imago Dei helps answer "why" God created us, 

and "what" God created! 

 

 

 Creatio Ex-Nihilo (cree-AH-shee-oh ecks-NEE-hih-

low) 

 

Means "Creation out of nothing." Some people 

used to believe that God merely "organized" pre-

existing matter into the world as we now know it. 

Instead, we believe based on the scriptures that 

there was nothing before God, but that God 

always was. Therefore, God created all things 

from nothing. This is our picture of God as 

ultimate Artist: not only making the paints, the 

canvas, and the picture itself, but the whole story 

that goes along behind it too! Wow! Creatio Ex-

Nihilo helps answer the "how" God created, and 

"what" God created! 

Creatio Continua (cree-AH-shee-oh kon-TIN-yoo-ah)  

Means God is "continually creating." In John 5:17, 

Jesus says, "My Father is always doing his work. He is 

working right up to this very day. I am working too." 
This is our picture of God as Artist (painting new 
scenes out of old ones), or Sculptor (re-molding us 
and the world as "clay pots"), or Author (always writing 
new parts of the great redemption saga). God writes 
us into God's story and we get to help minister and 
care for one another and the world God made. These 
decisions and actions change creation! God is still at 
work! One day we confess that we believe all the 
creating work will be completed, and God will even 
make a new heaven and earth! Wow! Creatio 
Continua helps answer the "how" God creates, and 
"why" God creates.  

 

 


